
 

Alphabet Soup 
Source:  Reading Strategies for the Content Areas by ASCD 

 
Alphabet Soup is used as a during reading activity.  This strategy helps students 
summarize the key concepts or main ideas of the unit of study while they are reading, and 
it encourages students to stop periodically to check their comprehension of what is being 
read. 
 
How to: 

 Using squares of paper containing the various letters of the alphabet, have 
students pick up to 10 squares.  This may be done individually or in small groups. 

 Have students transfer the chosen letters to the boxes in the first column. 
 While students are reading, they are to create sentences that summarize a main 

idea or key concept.  Each sentence must start with the letter in the box. 
 You may wish to eliminate the letters Q, X, and Z as these may be difficult for 

students to use as sentence starters. 
 Have students share their sentences after the reading has been completed. 

 
Variation: 

 Try using key words on the squares rather than a letter.   
 Students then try to create sentences that start with the key words rather than with 

a letter. 
 This encourages students to focus on the key vocabulary concepts embedded 

within a unit of study. 
 
 
Example: 

Letter Summary of a key concept or main idea 

S Solar energy consumption continually increases each year. 

E Energy production and consumption increased in every region of the world 
except in Eastern Europe and the former Soviet bloc. 

D Dry natural gas production ranks second, making up one quarter of the 
world’s primary energy production. 

N Nuclear electric power generation rose over 25% in the 1990s. 

C Coal production declined from 1990 to 1999. 

T Total output of primary energy increased at an average annual rate of 0.9%. 

M Most important primary energy source for the world is petroleum. 

N Natural gas is consumed to the greatest extent by the United States and Russia 
(42%). 

P Petroleum production increased 10.2% between 1990 and 1999. 

 
 



Tiles 
(2 sets of all letters except for Q, X, and Z; only 1 set of the letters Q, X, and Z) 

 

A B C D E F G
H I J K L M N
O P R S T U V
W Y A B C D E
F G H I J K L
M N O P R S T
U V W Y Q X Z
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